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The history behind Colorado's welcome signs 

THE HISTORY BEHIND COLORADO’S WELCOME SIGNS 

It’s the first thing you see when you cross state lines. ”Welcome to Colorful Colorado”. But, did you know the signs 

were almost forever replaced with…colorful signs? It’s just one of the interesting facts uncovered about the iconic 

piece of Colorado History. They're not just greeting you when you enter Colorado. They’re everywhere.  There are T

-shirts, keychains and coffee mugs all designed after the “Welcome to Colorado” signs that welcomes visitors and 

residents arriving in our great state. The iconic signs have been up for decades, but they haven’t always been the 

same. Before we get to that, let’s start at the beginning, when the signs were first created in 1950.World War II had 

recently ended and auto travel exploded across the United States. The State Publicity Director Decided Colorado 

Need a sign to welcome the growing number of people crossing state lines. “They’re very representative of a period 

in our state’s history,” said Lisa Scooch; the senior historian with the Colorado Department of Transportation. “It 

was before we king of politically became more important on the map. We were kind of just one of those rural west-

ern states searching for identity and trying to establish identity as a state. "The State Publicity Director tapped the 

Colorado State Penitentiary to create the signs. Shortly after, the first one was install at Raton Pass in February 1950 

at U.S. 85-87 at N.M. – Colorado state line. No one knew how iconic the signs would become until the state tourism 

board and CDOT tried to replace them. In 1989, the agencies held a contest open to students attending Colorado 

colleges. The best design would take the place of the simple, rustic style signs that had been up for nearly 40 years. 

A sign covered in bright colors won. Blue and purple mountains appeared below and orange sky and marigold sun. 

The winning design created by a Colorado college student and chosen by the State Tourism Board and CDOT re-

placed the older signs.  In 1991, the new signs went up, but they didn’t last long.  “That created quite an outrage 

among people,” remembered Bob Wilson, CDOT’s Communication Manager. “We were replacing these iconic signs 

with this newfangled sign as people saw it, and trying to modernize it, people liked the old iconic signs.” CDOT lis-

tened. The new signs were up for about eight years until the “Old West” signs made their glorious return. They’re 

the signs you see today at 41 entry point to Colorado. There are actually 42 signs, if you count the on in History Col-

orado’s lobby. 

Recently some of those signs have had a NO VACANCY sign placed on them. 



Hello and Happy New Year to all!   

It’s that time of year, when we organize our annual 
Fire Department Orientation for residents who are in-
terested in learning more about the Poudre Canyon 
Fire Department.  Please join us on Tuesday, February 
5th from 6-7:30pm at the Poudre Park Community 
Center to learn how the department works, what vol-
unteer positions are available and how we support 
you throughout the year.  We look forward to seeing 
you there and if you have any questions feel free to 
contact me at any time. 

Thank you for your interest! 

Kellie Falbo, Captain Station 1 

Poudre Canyon Fire Protection District 

970-224-2209 

Don’t Forget – There’s 

still time to pay your dues 

and help support the 

Lower Poudre  

Canyon Association. Just 

$30 a family or $20 for a 

single. Send your check 

to LPCA, 89 Wild River 

Road, 

 Bellvue, CO 80512 

LET’S HAVE A WINTER PARTY !!!!!!!!!  FRIDAY FEBRUARY 8TH  

Call It Valentine or Call it Neighbor Friendship.  Just call and make your res-
ervations for Dinner at the Mish. 

Spaghetti Dinner with Marinara or Alfredo sauce – meatballs on the side, 
salad (choice of house or Caesar ) 

Dessert and coffee , tea or water.  A cash bar is also available. 

Dinner is at 6:30 some good food, good friends and good music right here in 
the neighborhood. 

  SO—call or email me (Jan) at 484-3844 or 
jangue@frii.com.  

Cost in $12.00 each  including tip. Children are 
$5.00.  Please join us for a fun evening with your friends 
and neighbors. Deadline for reservations if February 6th.  

 I hope to see you there.  Jan 

mailto:jangue@frii.com


The 5 Best Moments in Colorado Winter History  

Not all winters are created equally, as shown by this roundup of frosty Centennial State memories. As 

Coloradans, we all have great expectations for winter. This is the year Iôm going to ski 100 days. This 

is the year Iôm going to snowshoe a fourteener. This is the year Iôm going to binge-watch The Office 

until the snow melts. But winter doesnôt just revolve around the snow report. There are also unforget-

table holidays, sports victories, and momentous excuses to cozy up with belly-warming whiskeyð

which is why these frosty years top the podium for the Centennial Stateôs greatest winters. 

The Winter We Learned to Ski, 1914 :  Before 1920, many Coloradans viewed skiing as a mode 

of transportationðuntil Norwegian immigrant Carl Howelsen arranged a ski jumping demonstration 

near Granby in 1911. Three years later, he organized Steamboat Springsô first winter carnival, intro-

ducing about 2,000 Coloradans to our favorite sport and a lifetime of bad knees. 

The Winter of Plenty, 1913 ;  When 45.7 inches of snowðthe most in Denverôs historyðfell on the 

Mile High City from December 1 to 5, 1913, one Denver Post headline read: ñDenver In Mantle Of 

Shimmering White Stops Activity And Everybody Jollifies!ò Well, maybe not everybody. Trains were 

delayed and schools were closed for daysðbut the cityôs youngest citizens surely didnôt complain. 

The Winter of Light, 1914: On Christmas Eve 1914 (an eventful year, apparently; see ñThe Win-

ter We Learned To Skiò), Denver electrician D.D. Sturgeon hung light bulbs dipped in red and green 

paint on a tree outside his ill six-year-old sonôs window. The idea gave birth to outdoor holiday lights 

as we know them, andðeventuallyðthe aisles of blow-up snowmen at your local Home Depot. 

The Winter of Open Roads, 1979: Usually, no one has anything nice to say about I-70. When the 

EisenhowerïJohnson Memorial Tunnel was completed (the first tunnel opened in March 1973, and the 

second debuted on December 21, 1979), however, it meant Front Range skiers heading west could 

shave about an hour off their commutes to Vail, Beaver Creek, Copper Mountain, and Breckenridge. 

Of course, nowadays, the traffic snarls there make us mutter things that earn us our spots on the 

naughty list. 

éAnd the Worst? The Winter of No Winter, 1976-ô77:Thanks to an uncharacteristically long 

drought, only 19 of the stateôs 32 ski areas were open by Christmas, resulting in hundreds of thou-

sands of dollars in losses for Vail, Aspen, and others. The next winterðno surpriseðbecame the Win-

ter Of Artificial Snow. 

The Winter We Won: Nothing tastes as 

sweet as victory when youôve suffered 

four decades of defeat. The Broncos bun-

gled four big-game appearances before 

snapping their streak on January 25 in Su-

per Bowl XXXII, a career-defining win 

for then quarterback John Elway. But as 

the Duke told fans in downtown Denver 

during the celebratory parade: ñThis is as 

much for you as it is for usé. The 53 

guys on this team, we earned it as well as 

you.  By Jeff  Waraniak.   

 
                                                 45.7 inches of 
snow fell on Denver in 1913. Photo by History Colorado                                                                                                                              



 

Advertisement  

MASSAGES AT  

COMMUNITY CENTER 

Date and Price List 

Wednesday Feb 6        10 am to 8 pm 

Saturday February 23        10am to 4 pm 

For More information call: Trisha Ann Johnston, LMT 

Tajohlmt.com or 970-294-2228 

New Customer Discount! 1 hour relaxation massage $45 

(a $65 value) Offer expires 1-1-2019 

"Hello Friends!!! 

As another holiday season draws to a close, your mail car-
riers would like to say THANK YOU!! for all the cards, gifts, 
and very yummy goodies. We truly appreciate your 
thoughtful generosity.  

Wishing you a wonderful 
New Year! 

Jan, Alan, and Ben 

It takes all to get the Santa 
job done!" 

FUN SUPERBOWL FACTS 

¶ 8 million pounds of guacamole is consumed on Super Bowl Sunday 

¶ 14,500 tons of chips are eaten along with that guacamole 

¶ Of the top 10 most watched American television programs of all time, nine 
of them are Super Bowls 

¶ The Super Bowl is measured in Roman numerals because a football season 
runs over two calendar years 

¶ Over 700,000 footballs are produced annually for official NFL use and 72 of 
them are used for the Super Bowl 

¶ It is the 2nd most watched sporting event in the world. More than 100 mil-
lion people worldwide watch the Super Bowl every year. In fact, Super Bowl 
XLIV in 2010 unseated M*A*S*H's series finale as the most watched show in 
television history with over 106.5 million watchers. 

¶ The average cost of a 30-second commercial during the Super Bowl has 
ranged from $37,500 at Super Bowl I, to around $2.2 million at Super Bowl 
XXXIV in 2000, and by Super Bowl XLIX in 2015, had doubled to around $4.5 
million. 

¶ In 2017 a 30-second commercial reportedly cost between $5 million and 
$5.5 million. 

¶ The NFL has a policy against holding Super Bowl games in stadiums that 
have a climate of less than 50 degrees Fahrenheit, unless it is an enclosed 
stadium 

¶ Super Bowl LI (50) - Atlanta Falcons vs. the New England Patriots was the 
most-watched sporting event in the U.S. history. 

The Super Bowl is measured in Roman numerals because a football season runs 
over two calendar years. 

locals Super bowl party at the Mish Sunday Feb 3 at 

6:30 PM 

Save this date  for football fun.  

 Happy Hour through the entire Super bowl and  also  Super bowl food specials.  


